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For Immediate Release

Contact: Jen (Wahle) McKeown - (605) 310-8606 – jen.mckeown@heart.org
Individual Donors Help Ease Economy’s Effect 

January 22, 2010, Sioux Falls, SD – Individual donors are helping to ease the effect of the economic downturn on the local chapter of the American Heart Association.  Several of the American Heart Association’s volunteers have formed the Circle of Red in connection with the upcoming Go Red for Women Luncheon February 26th.  
“I formed the Circle of Red because I saw how the economy was affecting fundraising for the Go Red luncheon,” says Helen Hermanson, Go Red for Women Luncheon Chairwoman.  “Because I lost my husband to a heart attack, I know firsthand how much the American Heart Association research and education can help keep other families from going through the pain that I went through.  It’s so important for them to continue the fight against heart disease and stroke.”

The Circle of Red is a group of women who have personally committed at least $500 to fight heart disease and stroke in South Dakota.  
“Some companies have decreased their support this year because the economy has forced them to cut back on charitable contributions,” says Jen McKeown, Director of Corporate and Media Relations for the American Heart Association in South Dakota.  “The Circle of Red has really helped us make up for some of those lost donations.  These members have shown an incredible commitment to improving the lives of South Dakotans.”

The American Heart Association will be honoring the members of the Circle of Red -- as well as major sponsors of the Go Red for Women Luncheon -- at an event Tuesday, January 26th.  “A Glitzy Affair” will be held at Chef Dominique’s Banquet Facility at 230 South Phillips Avenue at 6 pm.  It will include a heart-healthy cooking demonstration and samples by Chef Dominique and Avera Heart Hospital Dietitian Joanne Shearer.  Attendees will also hear how heart attack warning signs are different in women than in men from heart attack survivor Sonja Carlberg, while being treated to a wine-tasting by Hy-Vee and gifts from Macy’s with the help of celebrity waiters.  
“We wanted to do something to say thank you,” says McKeown.  “Without our sponsors and the Circle of Red, our fight against heart disease and stroke could suffer.  They are such a big part of our mission to save lives.”
The Go Red for Women Luncheon will be held a month later, on February 26th, at the Downtown Holiday Inn in Sioux Falls.  Breakout sessions educating individuals about their risk of heart disease and stroke begin at 10 a.m.  The luncheon starts at noon.  The luncheon is made possible by national sponsors Macy’s and Merck and local partners Avera Heart Hospital, Avera Health, and Vern Eide Motorcars.  Those interested in joining the Circle of Red can contact Jen McKeown at (605) 310-8606 or jen.mckeown@heart.org.

Editor’s note: Media is welcome to attend.

Local partners for the Go Red for Women Luncheon:
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Circle of Red event sponsors: 
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